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i Worship With Us This Christmas i
« «
ﬁ} Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24 o
m» i«

% 5:00 P.M.i Family service with Holy Communion and special emphasls
ﬂ

< on children w
u. o)
Y

@»?e?t:Qoel?.M.ﬁ Service of worship and Holy Communion with Candle- ﬁ?
o . . «
« i ght Speci al Music from our c;;?
q& G"?
10 00 P.M.qi Service of Worship and Holy Communion with Candle- :}.
&

,\a Ilght and Special Music Iy
}}Nq:tarﬁtmas Morning, Sunday, December 25 a
¢ 10:00 A.M. - Service of Worship and Holy Communion with Read-
ﬂ“ «\
 ings. «
ﬂ“ Q%
o« . ) ) i«
- Bring your family and friends! oy
& g
™ Y
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New Community Meal Begins in January

St Johnos
eJustice have bbeerd co

lunch. This is to bettep f munity to gather, to
serve the community as receive a hot meal, to

sponsoring the monthly
breakfast for years.
Starting January 17, we
will be hosting a new
meabmoving our 3
Tuesday breakfast to a

fARut hds-aleiwt cheno

ministry at

St . Johnos

well as our staff.

We are looking for your
involvement in a variety
of ways. First, we need
a new name! This meal
is a chance for the com-

share in fellowship, to
learn about other com-
munity resources, and
to worship together as
they choose. Inthe
(Continued on p&ye
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Pastor Leeods Letters Volume VIII, No. VII
December 201dJanuary 2012

He came down that we may have love;
He came down that we may have love;
He came down that we may have love;
Hallelujah forevermore.

|l candét imagine | ife without | ove.

| first knew love in the love of my pareinend first received love long before | was aware of it. In the shel-

ter of a parentsd | ove a child is given |ife.
and my family. | dondét think wedre that differ
are, each one of wus, sustained by gifts of | ove

Can you think of a time when you were wonderfully loved?

He came down that we may have light;
He came down that we may have light;
He came down that we may have light;
Hallelujah forevermore.

The scripture says Jesus is the Light of the World. Darkness cannot hide the light. This is good news!! Da

ness can be overwhelming; life can get overwhelming. Sometimes, especially in this season some f

eel iso

or alone, even when in the midst of community. Jesus came to dispel the darkness. Maybe someone you

know gets depressed around the holidayge them a call, stop by, share the light.

Are you feeling overwhel med by darkness? We 6

He came down that we may have joy;
He came down that we may have joy;
He came down that we may have joy;
Hallelujah forevermore!

Scripture teaches us to rejoice at all tinmes matter what we face. This does not mean we rejoice in our

struggles, or our suffering, our mourning.

It

Lord in the face of death, suffering, and strife. We rejoice in the Lord, that in the midst of these things we
have received grace upon grace. We rejoice in the Lord, because God came down that we might have lov

and light and joy (and peace!) Hallelujah forevermore!!

In Peace,

ki
R
|
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New Community Meal in January (cont.)

(Continued from pape

past, our breakfast did-

nét have a
nameéj u s4Tuel-3
dadgbaut weod

for the lunch.

So, creative minds out
there: get those juices
flowing & submit your
suggestions to Pr. Tricia
by Christmas.

As this takes shape, we
will also be looking for
meal sponsors in our
partners. We will be
looking for groups to
prepare, serve, and
clean up the meal. The
meal can be anything
from soup and sand-
wiches to casseroles.
Our partner groups in-

clude St. J
as other congregations

and businesses. See Pr.

Tricia if your group
might be interested in
supporting us in this
way.

Message from Our Church Council President

Please join us on Janu-
ary 22, 2012 after the
11 A.M. worship service
for our Annual Celebra-
tion. After a potluck
lunch, we will have our
Annual Meeting. At

this meeting we will dis-
cuss and vote on our
2012 budget, vote in
new members of
Church Council as well
as hear details on the

Vision the church will
follow for 2012. Please
make every effort to at-
tend this important
meeting. We had less
than half of our voting
members at the last few
meetings and we want
to hear what the major-
ity of the church thinks
about our budget and
council membership.
Your votes and your

Dave Speed@Church Historian

Starting in January, |
am going to be compil-
ing an oral history of St.
Johnds whi c
convert into a book. |

will be contacting many
of you to ask for an in-
terview for this project.
[
and you would like to

dondétocont act

attendance are very im-
portant to us. We are a
growing and vibrant
church and have much
to be thankiful for.

Come out and celebrate
this year with your fel-
low congregants. |
hope to see you there.

Dave Speece

Council President

participate, contact me
at (215) 333796 or
dspeeO3@aol.com
y o u

&

i

Consider voluntee

J_
=
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we

ring for

the new FOJ monthly lunch

-

~

ne we

what the majority of

wan

the church thinks

about our

budget

and council

me mber st

Share you knowledge of St.

Johnods
Speece

hi stor
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Our choir is busy practicing for
Christmas.

From the Director of Music

Prepare Ye the Way of
the Lord!! Make straight
in the desert a highway
for our God." (Isaiah
40:3)

We bake, we clean, we
shop, we wrap, we deco-
rate...it can become so
full that we can often
end up feeling empty
and depleted of our en-
ergies. It is then that
some of us make a way
in our own deserts for
just one more thing.
We SING--every week!

That's right. our Adult
Choir has already be-
gun singing Christmas
music, but it is never
too late to join us.

What a full season
ahead of us! Beginning
Thanksgiving Eve, we
will be ministering in
song every Sunday until
Christmas Day. You
don't need to sign your
life or your time away to
join us, but if you have
been feeling the Spirit's
"tug,” please prayerfully
consider donating your
time and voice as you
feel called to do, and we
will work with you.

Whether or not you are

able to sing with us,
make it a point to be at
church next week for
Thanksgiving Eve, No-
vember 23 at 7 pm for a
special service. Our
Choir will sing Thanks-
giving selections accom-
panied by flautist Caro-
lyn Boxmeyer and Jo-
seph Kulkosky at the
piano.

Our Advent music cov-
ers many musical styles,
and we will have a spe-
cial 45minute presenta-
tion of many of our
highights of this Season
as well as a Carol Sing
on Sunday, December
18 at 1:30 PM following
morning worship. This
mini-concert is designed
for you, your families,
and especially the vol-
unteers at Feast of Jus-
tice who will be busy
that whole afternoon
packing Christmas bas-
kets for our needy
brothers, sisters, and
families in the commu-
nity. We kicked off this
tradition last year with a
choral cantata which
was a great success.
Many considered it an
inspiring chance to
usher in Christmastime

The Messenger

by singing carols and
hearing seasonal favor-
ites.

We have multiple musi-
cal treats for you at all
three Christmas Eve
services AND on
Christmas Day as well.
While | am still finaliz-
ing plans with instru-
mentalists, all vocal so-
loists will be coming
from our own congrega-
tion! How blessed we
are to be able to do this
You will be hearing spe
cial music from singers
Bob Meredith, Andrew
Neale, Marie Kinzler,
Laura Wilent, Bette
Pittman, Mary Jones,
Caroline Whitcomb,
and assorted Thomases

U)

Service times are 5 pm
(Family Service), 7 pm,
and 10 pm

(Candlelight) on Christ-
mas Eve, December 24,
and 10 am on Christ-
mas Day, December 25.

May God richly bless
you this Advent and
Christmas and grant
you a happy and
healthy 2012!

~ Lisa Thomas
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Pre-School News

Our 5 Day Class

A big holiday Hello to
everyone as our 4 and 5
year old children pre-
pare for Christmas and
the birth of Jesus. We
will be practicing for
our Christmas program
as we sing songs about
the birth of Jesus in a
manger in Bethlehem.
After our program, the
children and their fami-
lies will gather for re-
freshments and a visit
from Santa. | know they
already have their list
made out for him!

During December, we
will continue to learn
about the letters LI,
Jj, and Kk, patterns,
opposites, shapes, addi-
tion and handwriting
skills.

We will have a class Pol-

lyanna and learn about
feeling good about giv-
ing and receiving and
that sometimes the best
gifts canot
box. We will have a
Christmas Pajama Day
and a Christmas Party
too. And that is just
December!

In January, we will learn
about Martin Luther

Page

King, Jr. and how to celebrate Christmas.

resolve our conflicts in_ The)_/ will also be bu_sy “Y Cﬁfl JZ(
a peaceful way. We will making crafts, learning Q (3
get into the mood for songs and making

summer with Christmas gifts for their ;

ASungl asses pdentg. dVe ailhcele- by
Hawai i an D a yraté Chéstnas irour

January always brings  class by including a Pol-

the traditi dyanadwitfiourltlass e .. ‘/ "o
Day, 0 when \aty. Whahafuntwéye

color white, and play to learn that giving is The PreSchool Children
with shaving cream! just as fun as receiving! ~ are practicing for their
What a mess! But it is Christmas program.

_ The children will begin
fun. So, let the joy be-

2012 by sharing with
gin. each other their goals
Merry Christmas and a for the New Year, such
Happy New Year from as learning to ride a two

praying and celebrat-
ing. We will work on
letters 8O, numbers 4
7 sguares, and the col-

all of wus atwheeler.orsdim.Tmey s d and whi
Day Class. will also share with each OrS '€d and white.
other their favorite gift ~ Kids will be gifting and

Mrs. Coleen Long

Mrs. Maureen McCay at shom{ell. The chil-  preparing for the arri-
dren will continue val of baby Jesus.

Our 3 Day Class leaming their academics \yicping al of you the

December is the most ~ While also learning best during the holiday

wonderful month of the @bout Dr.Kingand his (o 204 3 blessed

year for all our children. dream for peace. New Year.

There is a lot of excite-  Merry Christmas and
mentin the air as they  Happy New Year from

eagerly await Christmas the three day class!
arrivall The children M E| . Db A . | .
will learn the story of rs. arne oAnglol N

our Lordos ¥MseBopatughgs
why we rejoice and cele- Our 2 Day Class

brate His ccl)mlng._”Our During the months of
three day class wi per December and Januaé/

form a chil 485payEdsSuind

the Chrl_etmas etory for learning , prepping,
our families while learn-
ing how other countries

Mrs. Katie Gallen
Mrs. Megan Dunfee
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Thanks to all those who have
sent in their commitment
cards.

)

The Stewardship Team
thanks all of you who
have returned your
cards and made your
commitment. 80 of the
367 cards have been
returned. If you have
not yet returned your

2

Come out and join us
on January 21st for our
first Coffee House of

. %Oc,l?'fcé)g‘e out for

Come to the ] ]
Houseo for fu nf,un’fcgmq Q%goﬁfp%m
and coffee! or just come out for

Hel p

fellowship. This

Looki ng

Your house is all deco-
rated for Christmas,
you brought all your
boges of decprations
down from ﬁ1e attic, in
from the garage and up
from the basement.

decor at e

Calling All Commitment Cards

commitment card,

please do so as soon as needsyour commit-

possible. Cards are
available in the back of
the church or in the
office. Fill one out and
put it in the offering
plate or mail it to the

Join Us at the Coffee House

mont hoés
ATrivia
ture of Bible and cur-
rent events trivia with a
little Trivial Pursuit
thrown in. Come and
join us following the 5

f or Sant

Now we need to deco-
rate the Church! On
Saturday, December
10th at 10 A.M., we will

need some assistants to T
t he

bring out
Christmas decorations.

t h e mM. warship servibee
Ni g araued 6:45 PaM. ik the

The Messenger

church of fi

ment to reach our 2012
goal for our mission
and ministries.

Thank You

Lower Level.

Sponsored by the Con-
gregational Care Team

~n

aods EI ve

All we need is an hour
or two of your time. We
hope you can make it.

The Worship & Music

churchos
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MacPherson Mission Update
Our New Home in Irente

We arrived in Irente yesterday afternoon (November 26) at about 3 P.M. Our little house is very nice. We

have two bedrooms, a sitting room, bathroom, and kitchen. The garden out front is very beautiful, w
calla lilies and other flowers and plants | do not know. Out back there is a vegetable garden with ca

ith
bbage:

corn, beans, bananas and my favorite vegetable name, pilipili hoho which is the name for green peppers.
We are on a mountain and had forgotten how far up we drove last time. It is so beautiful here. We will be

traveling to Tanga one day this week to buy some things for the house that we need and hope to st
Kana Lutheran Parish when there. Peopl e here
our dinner last night and breakfast this morning.

Yesterday afternoon we visited the Childreno
women we will be teaching along with some really beautiful children. There is one girl who is 5 or 6

op at
cCo

s H
years

old, but all of the rest are under 3. There are also three infants, but we did not see them. When Tom intro

duced himself to the girls they all giggled.

n

We were especially glad to see Hawa again. Many of you have heard of Hawa, who has lived at the home
since she was a baby. She is now 38 years old. In spite of her limitations she meets and greets everyone.

loves to hold hands and is happy to hold and feed babies.

This morning we were picked up by Godfrey the driver and taken to Cathedral Church for the late
The first Sunday of Advent is a time when th

service
ey

processed in carrying a palm frond and branch of bougavilla. They were all wearing white blouses and be:

tiful bl ue kangas patterned with the Luther
ELCTO on them. While we did not understand t
musi c between the verses was #ALift High the

Sea
he
Cro

three anthems. The movements that they do throughout each one would certainly be an aerobic workout

for most of us.

We recognized the cadence of the Apostleds C
may have been Jesus blessing the children, b

ree
eca

child. While the sermon, prayers, and announcements went right over our heads, the sound of the hymns

and choir anthems filled our hearts with the love for Mungu, God.

This week we will go to the diocese office for orientation. We will also meet with the director of the home

to find out what she has planned for us. We look forward to the challenges ahead.
Amani,

Susan and Tom

You can keep in touch with Susan and Tom on their blog found at macphersonmisxceplsgspot. ttair.

blog will be printed in editions of the Messenger in coming months.
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Feast of Justice Thanks You!
oo
: Feast of Justice has had the church office or the of ministry that you

a wonderful yeéfrom Feast of Justice office to help to support.
our new programs to get a copy of our annual
F.0.J. Annual Reports are giving out_ 400 baskets report. Itis an eye
now available at the holidays. Stop by opener to the breadth

Holiday Baskets

With the Thanksgiving osity, we were able to  Justice office as well as
Baskets done and dis- keep costs down for the church office. Vol-
tributed, our focus now Thanksgiving. Hope- unteers will be needed

becomes Christmas. fully, we will experience on Sunday, December
Once again, we are the same generosity at 187 Wednesday, De-
Christmas toys are needed as looking for donations Christmas tm_1e. We cember 21.
well as food for our Christ-  Of turkeys (or hams), are also looking for vol-
mas baskets. canned goods, and toys. unteers. There will be a

Because of your gener- sign up at the Feast of

MLK Jr. Day of Service

We are planning to put  geryice on Januarydl6 Happening pages for

our faith into action by he holiday celebrating  information
assembling a group 0 pr Martin Luther King
do some community Jr . Wat ch

your What 06s

Bereavement Group to Meet

The Bereavement chapel. Our December Welcome 2012
Group meets the 3rd topic wildl ReinvestinALdev Yo s
Wednesday of each Emotiondls this nor- are invited to join us.

monthat6 P.M.inthe mal 2?0 I n January we Wi
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Generous GivedT hat 6 s Who We Ar e

We are generous givers. God made us that way, in His image. But sometimes math is difficult. Just how

much is a ATI THEO anyway?

Perhaps this chart will help you figure out how

clude wages and salary, interest and dividends, social security, realized gains from sale of securities, unen
ment compensation, pension or annuity, alimony, child support, etc.

This is meant to be only an example. One of the rows here may resemble your situation. Weekly giving es!
mates half been rounded to the nearest whole dollar.

Annual Income Annual Tithe Weekly Giving

$5,000 $500.00 $10

$7,000 $700.00 $13

$8,000 $800.00 $15

$9,000 $900.00 $17

$10,000 $1000.00 $19

$12,500 $1250.00 $24

$15,000 $1500.00 $29

$17,500 $1,750.00 $34

$20,000 $2,000.00 $38

$25,000 $2,500.00 $48

$30,000 $3,000.00 $58

$35,000 $3,500.00 $67

$40,000 $4,000.00 $77

$50,000 $5,000.00 $96

St. Johndés thanks you for your tithes. St. Johi
When we give, we feel good spiritually, because we are aligned with what God intended for us. We are cre

ated to share all that God has blessed us with.

A message from your Stewardship Team

1 Remember the Annual Celebration and Meeting. Your input and votes are

| needed!

1
1
1
1
1
Sunday, January 22nd after the 11 A.M. Worship Service in the Parish Hgll
1
1
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How t o Have a nGreen

Here are some ideas to help celebrate the season while caring for the earth.

P

Buy Less
Some holiday gifts fill a practical need and need to be bought new. But many gifts are reall
gestures of thoughtfulness. You can give more while spending less.

<

Buy Smart-think 'green’
A 1 ook for |-manydifis iy todagsdmarkegpiade tosne from halfwai
around the world, and the impact of transportation contributes significantly to gre
house emissions and global warming. Local craft fairs and artisan shops are a
source for gifts that come without the added costs of transportation.

A choose gifts ma dmanyindividualsrardcsmall busirkssses
have developed great products using recycled materials. Supporting these busiheSs
helps reduce the waste stream while promoting the concept of making best use
valuable material.
A gi v edree bittstAtcerding to the EPA, about 40% of all battery sales occ
during the holiday season. Discarded batteries are an environmental hazard. E
chargeable batteries find their way into the waste stream eventually.
A 1l ook for t oy stheretisaddo mych wiolerce ie thepverkl,caed th

I

g5

L

S

.Dﬁ

is "Peace on Earth". There are many
creativity and sense of active play.

A qgifting' is OK-there is much discussion about etiquette behind the trend to
gift', that is, to pass on a gift you received but do not need. What's to disgiftisg
makes perfect sense. If you receive something you really don't need, look for
ways you can reuse this gift by passing it on to someone who can use it. Of-co
gifting needs to be done with care so as not to offend the original giver, but keepi
gift you don't need is wasteful. A great way to teach children the spirit of giving
simplifying) during the holidays is to ask them to pick 3 toys that they don't play
very much and donate them to a homeless shelter or domestic violence shelter.

0 )

r

P

All of this information was taken frohitp://eartheasy.com/give sustainchristmas.htm

I

§
§
§
%www

C

new wave of video games for children is disturbing. Remember the theme of Chrigtmas

Ch

es
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Thank You

Al will thank you for- erous with their giftsof gaveé Gener o
ever, because of what time, talentandtreas- t hat 6 s who
you have do ure. Thankyou for sumd our DNA. Thank you

52:9. We are truly mitting your Commit- again for your commit-
blessed here at St. ment Cards to continue me n t to St.
Johnos. T h the work of God e

L Yours in Christ,
hard today, not know-  through our ministries.

ing what the future will  We are made in the im- Your Stewardship Team
bring, but the congrega- age of Godfor God so
tion of St . lovedthe world, He gen -

Words of Thanks

Dear Family of St. in Tanzania, we had not Dear Members of St.
Johnos, realized how very diffi- J ohnos,

St. Paul wrote to the |CU|t _and em?(;u;nal OUM Thanks to all for your
Philippians in greeting, €aving would be. prayers and visits after

Al t hank my Weare truly brothers my accident. Thanks ( w

time | remember you. and sisters in Christ, Pastor Lee and Pastor
Inallmy prayersforall part of Go d dsciaforoybuyvisitsdom -
of you | always pray ily. We will miss being  the hospital and Deer
with joy. 6 withyou, butwil carryo t Meadows during my
express the feelings we you with us in our stay there. Prayer does
had at our hearts. 0 nhelp and I am thankful
October 23rd. We May God®o 60{1 aAI Hw%crgqcern from

would like to thank eve-
ryone who helped with

blessings be on you al- ohnds family.

ways. Dolores Winter
all of the aspects of the Schrenk
day. Everything was With Love,
wonderful and over- Tom & Susan
whelming. MacPherson

In our excitement and
planning to go to serve




Pagel2

0))

o5

@t

B

Congratulation to all those
celebrating the anniversary
of their baptism

7
ko

Mark these changes in your
address book.

Baptism Anniversaries

Congratulations to all
those who are celebrat-
ing the anniversary of
their baptism in the
months of December
and January. This in-
cludes:

December

Stephen Booth

Karen Brown

Rosa Ford

Susan Garton
Marnan Harner
Gaydwuobah Howard
John Kelly
Arthur Klingbeil
John Kraus
Donal d
Vicki Schempp

06 Gr

Al Shelmire
Kyle Spindler

January

Bernice Booth
Melissa Breen
Martha Creighton
Christopher Dea
Michael Dea
Stephanie Dea
JennifeiLyn Dolbow
Jerry Dougherty
Lindsay Doughterty
Barbara Guertse
Scott Guertse

Rita Marie Kenny
Cheryl Litty
Mikayla McGrath
Kayleigh Nelson
Andrea Orenstein

The Messenger

Christopher Oswald
Gregory Oswald
Hanna Oswald
Carol Paraschak
Christina Quinn
Judith Rose
Michael Saba
Donelle Schaffer
Linda Soltysiak
Gabriela Thomas
Noah Thomas
Samuel Thomas
Joseph Whitcomb
Donald Wilent
Chase Zazulak

Membership Changes as of October 31, 2011

Weddings

Gene E. Hand and
Marie E. Kinzler were
married at
October 14 th

Kenneth M. Sheffield
and Shanon M. Krause
were married at St.
Johnos
22nd

We wish both couples
much future happiness

on O

and blessings.
Funerals

Erva Shelmire passed

away on October 10th.

their families in your
prayers.

Change of Address

OMbses Tambason

Her funeral service was 6528 Torresdale Ave.

hel d at
October 13th.

Patricia N. Matthews

St .

PHiladelphia BA 19185

Joseph & Langela Kel-
ler

passed away on October 360 Oakridge Road

15th. Her service was
held on October 20th.

Please keep both of

Clark NJ 07066
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A New ministry opportunity

When Naomi moved home to Bethlehem, her daughtén-law Ruth prom-

ised to walk with her, accompany her, and share life together. | can imag-
ETA 200E60 EEOAEAT xAO A bPi AAA xEA
AAAE 1T OEAOS )

Do you love to cook, but you never learned the basics?

AAT A1 O EIAGCET A OE

Are you looking for recipes that your family would enjoy,
but can also be managed around a busy schedule?

Do you li

ke to eat really good food?

If you answered yes to any of these questions you will enjoy
participatingin 02 OOE 8 O thiEwinieE AT 6

What is it? A cooking class teaching the basics and more,
and a side of Faith.

When? Wednesday January 18 and 25, February 1 and 8, 201230pm

Who can come?All are welcome. A $5 participant fee is requested to help
pay for groceries shared by the class.

Homebound Members Celebrate a Birthday!

Two of our homebound
members will celebrate
their birthday in the
next 2 months. Con-
sider sending them
birthday greetings.

December 3

Janice Wilhelm
P O Box 1847
Dover, DE 19903847

January 19

Robert Kade
7929 Brous Avenue !
Philadelphia PA 19152

N

N



