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Songs that Transform the World 

!ƴŘ aŀǊȅ ǎŀƴƎΣ άaȅ ǎƻǳƭ ƳŀƎƴƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ 

God my Savior, for God has looked with favor on the lowliness of the 

servant. ...God has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 

ƘŜŀǊǘǎΧ Ƙŀǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƘǊƻƴŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦǘŜŘ 

up the lowly; the Lord has filled the hungry with good things, and sent 

ǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘ ŀǿŀȅ ŜƳǇǘȅΧέ 

-Luke 1:46-55 

Singing is an empowering and revolutionary act. Throughout history 

people experiencing hardship and oppression have used song as a 

means of building community, fostering hope, and catalyzing a better 

ǿƻǊƭŘΦ άL ²ƛƭƭ {ǳǊǾƛǾŜέ ōȅ DƭƻǊƛŀ DŀȅƴƻǊ ŀǊƻǎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ƘƻǇŜ-filled and de-

fiantly declarative anthem for LGBTQ persons who were suffering un-

der homophobic violence, dehumanizing societal policy, and the AIDS 

ŜǇƛŘŜƳƛŎΦ ά²Ŝ {Ƙŀƭƭ hǾŜǊŎƻƳŜέ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǘŜŘ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

freedom-seekers fighting for civil rights. From 1988-1991 Soviet-

occupied Estonians engaged in a strategic plan for independence 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ {ƛƴƎƛƴƎ wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΦέ CƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ 

Estonians non-violently protested Soviet rule through the simple 

power of song. These defiant songs inspired other peaceful protests 

like the formation of The Baltic Way in which approximately 2 million 

people joined hands across an expanse of over 400 miles. Unable to 

crush the peaceful demonstrations without sparking international 

ƻǳǘǊŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ {ƻǾƛŜǘ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ƎŀǾŜ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ 9ǎǘƻƴƛŀΩǎ ŘŜŎπ

laration of independence. 
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When Mary met with her cousin, Elizabeth, and shared the Good News that she would be 

ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƧƻȅΦ {ƘŜ ǎŀƴƎ ŀ ǎƻƴƎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ά¢ƘŜ 

aŀƎƴƛŦƛŎŀǘέ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŜ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜŜƴΣ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

ƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ {ƘŜ ǎƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊŜ ƘƻǇŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ƳŜǊŎƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛŦǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŘƻǿƴǘǊƻŘπ

den, the forgotten, and the oppressed. She sings of hope for the hopeless and new life for 

the entire world. We continue to sing her song today. 

We take for granted the fact that we sing in church. It is a strange thing to do. Where else 

do a people get together to sing songs that is not a chorus? Can you imagine how strange 

it would be if communities broke out into song in places outside of the church? Imagine 

people getting together for mini-golf and the people at hole 8 and hole 9 start singing 

ά¦ƴŘŜǊ tǊŜǎǎǳǊŜέ ōȅ vǳŜŜƴΦ LƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 

ōǊŜŀƪ ƛƴǘƻ aƻȊŀǊǘΩǎ wŜǉǳƛŜƳ ƛƴ ŦƻǳǊ-part harmony. When Christians get together, we sing. 

²Ŝ ǎƛƴƎ ǎƻƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ǿŜ ǎƛƴƎ ǎƻƴƎǎ ƻŦ ƭŀƳŜƴǘΣ ǿŜ ǎƛƴƎ ǎƻƴƎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭπ

ness, and we sing songs of longing hope for a better world. When we sing, we join our 

ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ǎŀƭǾŀπ

tion. We sing with one voice because we recognize that a single voice is inadequate to 

praise the goodness of God. We sing with one voice because we recognize that God has 

united us diverse peoples into one unified body through love. We sing with one voice be-

ŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΣ ƭƻǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƭŜŀǊΣ 

beautiful, and powerful voice we can collectively muster. 

This Advent and Christmas season, I invite you to prayerfully reflect on the songs that we 
siblings in Christ sing together. Experience the difference between singing these songs 
ŀƭƻƴŜ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ ²Ŝ ǇƭŜŀŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ƛƴ άh 
/ƻƳŜΣ h /ƻƳŜ 9ƳƳŀƴǳŜƭΦέ ²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ Ƨƻȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ōŜƭǘ 
ƻǳǘ άDƻ ¢Ŝƭƭ Lǘ hƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΦέ !ǎ ǿŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ aŀǊȅΩǎ ǎƻƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ aŀƎƴƛŦƛŎŀǘΣ ǿŜ 
ŘŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƘƻǇŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǊƛŎƘ ǘȅǊŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǾŜǊǘƘǊƻǿƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿƭȅ ŀǊŜ 
ƭƛŦǘŜŘ ǳǇΣ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ƳŜǊŎȅΦ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ 
in hope and sing out for joy to the Christ child who has come to save the world. 
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FEAST OF JUSTICE EVENTS 

Calendar:   
CLOSED  

12/20, 12/22, 12/23, 12/25, 12/26  
 

Volunteerapalooza: prepare Holiday Baskets for Christmas - Sunday 12/17  
Volunteers: we need volunteers to pick up turkeys 12/19-12/20 and deliver them to FOJ.  

Christmas Toy Distribution: Wednesday, 12/20  
Christmas Basket Distribution: 12/21.   
Computer Center: Volunteers needed to staff the computer center Saturdays and 
Wednesdays.   
 

For more information on any of the above, contact FOJ at (215) 268-3510  

Please Help!  Your gift of time is essential to the vitality of Feast of Justice. Thank You 

December 22, 2018  

December 23, 2018  

December 24, 2018  

December 24, 2018  

December 24, 2018  

December 25, 2018  

December 30, 2018  

5:00 P.M. 

8:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. 

5:00 P.M. 

7:00 P.M.  

10:00 P.M. 

10:00 A.M. 

5:00 P.M. 

8:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. 

December 29, 2018  

CHILDRENôS SERVICE 

CANDLE LIGHT 

CANDLE LIGHT 



Full Day Preschool  
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So much excitement during these winter months for 
our Full Day preschoolers! We are learning about 
Godôs greatest gift, baby Jesus! We are learning about 
the Nativity in so many ways: stories, activities, songs, 
and even portraying the story to our families at our 
Christmas Program. We know Jesus is the reason for 
this holy season!  

Christmas time also brings a lot of fun and 
wonderment to our little friends. Weôll be 
making crafts, writing letters to Santa, 
hosting a Pajama Day to benefit CHOP, 
and celebrate with a festive classroom 
party.  

January themes include kindness 
MLK Jr., Winter Weather, Penguins, 
and more! 

We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
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3 DAY TEACHER Mrs. LaRaine Buttil 
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